ERIC FERGUSON



RIC FERGUSON made many
friends throughout a long and
happy life. All have their own
special memories of him but the most
abiding one must be that of a kind and

gentle man. Here are some words and

pictures in remembrance of Eric.

Above: At the door of 22 Deepdene Avenue with Su-Li.
Cover photograph: At Garth House, 2000.



Above: Eric and his brothers on holiday in Dorking.

Right: Eric’s thoughts about his last dog, Su-Li, in 1996.

Left: 1922 with his Mother and brother Donald.
Above: Eric in1931.
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Jhe house s enz?e ty, but she's there-
a cushion hape -
her.speaal cus on~speaal

9 know theres no escape

because her shadow follows me
as softly as a mouse

but when 9 look around to see
there's no-one in the house.

9 go upstairs and that is where
re is a blanket spread-

a blanket that was made for her

on her side of the bed.

ﬁ{ eel her presence when 9 wake -
as never very for

whereer 9 go - eachstep.‘l take

9 leave all doors a-jar:

In dignity she passed her days
beloved by all she met,

so calm, so gentle in her ways -
a friend as well as pet.



OUR ANNIVERSARY

I wear today the tie I wore
S0 Many years ago,
but 9 remjejn%ber vg% well
how you asked me to show
the tie that J proposed to wear
upon our wedding day:
and 9 remember very well
Just what you had to say.

so that is how it came about,
(when you regained tjour voice),

the tie J wore that special day
came to be of your choice.

Ive never bought a tie since then
but 9 have ties galore. . .

and still the ties come rhf@looaling in
-Jve lost count of the score.

Exotic in their range and hue
(-our friends express surprise),

9 wear my ties with pride because
they're sentimental ties.
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Top: 1935 with lvy on their wedding day
and Eric’s thoughts on the subject (in his
own inimitable style).

Above: Eric and his brothers in wartime.

Right: Food Facts, one of Eric’ first
national advertising campaigns, designed
for the Ministry of Food during an air
raid! This campaign continued after the
war during the rationing period.




Sie JFoey fi J't'.l!rmll'l :
£ d'ﬂ'rlg.ﬁ.r:'f" T

T taf af
the clasi—iild
we weloeme

3 - :.:'-ii'.h.‘-'..:'-:'..'.,.'.u;i'.".'.

. J'E‘E' Sk e el et
1 [ e e—
III ilr [ SR R

rml gk

TO HELP HOUSEWIVES
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Those who smoke Craven *A°

! seldom care for other cig:lrette.-i i
.

il Frosd Dujim

A few examples of more than forty years work

in Advertising and Design.

Top left: Eric in 1932 at Mather?s.

Below right: Retirement day, JWT Agency 1971.




In 1978 Eric and vy moved to Dorking. Eric
had known Dorking since spending many
happy holidays here in his childhood and he
had always wanted to return. After Ivy’s death
in 1991, Eric remained at 22 Deepdene
Avenue and he and Su-Li were a familiar
sight, even when she decided that walking was
just too tiring and retired to her chariot!
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Above: In the garden at 22 Deepdene Avenue.
Left: With Su-Li in her chariot. Below: U3A Poetry group.

The greenhills of Surrey

AN EMIGRANT SONG

O Farnham, green Farvham
what hop-grounds are there
Ihat with Farmhaw's ,fair hop-grounds
can evey compare. !
And what pleasure it were
once again but to lie
On Guildfords green hillsides
beneath the blue sky !
0 the green hills of Surrey,
the sweet hills of Surrey,
e dear hills of Surrey,
I Love till 3 die.
O Dorking is pleasant,
and Dorking is green,
And sweet are the woo
and the walks of Deepdene,
And for Dorkings sweet meadows
in vain must J sigh,

Snd Deepdene’s green woods

will no move meet my eye;
But the green woods of Surrey,
sweet woods of Surrey,

deay woods of Surrey,
Pl love HIL Y die.

O Kent has fair orchards,
7o ﬁeleasaf?t’cer show )
Than her apple-trees blooming
in April § know, ;
Save thi orc_hm;ds rlf:tnf Reigate,
sweet Reigate, ¢ ie
With their red and white blossoms
so fair neath the shy.
O the'green fields of Surrey,
the sweét fields of Surrey,
dear fields of Surrey,
Il love till I die.
WILLAM COX BENNETT 1620-95
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THE ARTIST’'S DOG.

I know a dog in Wﬁose deareyes
Iseethe love of God.

I'm sure that he would give for me
JHis body and his bfooag
FHumble he is and very brave:

He lives to guard, toserve, to save.
With self; fq rgettmg courtesy

He ever comes to welcome me.

Datient and generous is he:

If T am cross he pardons me:
And oh, how I have leamt to prove

The healing power of his love !
Indeed, ztharcﬁ(iseems to me

That any one could better be.

T hope to ﬁm{ among the saints
My dog, my brushes andmy paints.

FRANDREW §.D.C.
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1911 Born in Houndsditch, City of London.

Educated at the Sir John Cass Foundation School,
City of London.

1927 First job as an office boy, then Account ‘Chaser’,
at Ingersoll Watch Company.

1930 First jobs in advertising at small agencies, then
eventually at Mather and Crowther, still a well known
advertising agency in London.

1939-40 Developed the wartime campaign for the
Ministry of Food, “Food Facts™.

transferred to Station 14, a secret wartime establishment

in occupied Europe. Eric’s skills as a typographer and
knowledge of typefaces and printing methods throughout
Europe helped to give these documents a very necessary
authenticity!

1911

1940 Conscripted into the Hereford Light Infantry then

engaged chiefly in forging documents for use by secret agents

- 2002

1945 Returned to Advertising, becoming in 1950 an
Art Director and eventually an Associate Director at
J.Walter Thompson Agency.

1971 retired but continued working free-lance for old
colleagues and developing his new ‘hobby” as a
Calligrapher. This new skill was turned to good use
providing advertising and posters for many charities
supported by vy or their friends.

1978 Moved to Dorking and continued his charitable
work. Some is shown here together with one example of
calligraphy for pleasure, “The Green Hills of Surrey”.

1991 After Ivy’s death he joined Dorking U3A and made
new friends in the Poetry and Writing for Pleasure groups
as well as leading the Calligraphy group.

1999 Following a debilitating fall Eric moved to Garth
House Nursing Home where he was cared for with great
kindness. He continued his interest in poetry and books
until his death on Christmas Eve 2002 at the age of 91.




They told me, Heraclitus,
they told me you were dead,
They brought me bitter news to hear
and bitter tears to shed.
| wept as | remembered
how often you and |
Had tired the sun with talking
and sent him down the sky.

And now that thou art lying,

my dear old Carian guest,
A handful of grey ashes,

long, long ago at rest,
Still are thy pleasant voices,

thy nightingales, awake;
For death, he taketh all away,

but them he cannot take.

Heraclitus, William Johnson Cory
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