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Editorial

Dear Supporter
A New Year and hopefully we will once again be helping cats and kittens

to find new homes when they get into difficulties as well as all the other
things we try to do to improve cat welfare.  Hope you all had a good
Christmas and New Year without too many incidents involving felines and
christmas trees!    We’re sure that you and your cats received lots of pres-
ents but – if you received two of anything, or something that “wasn’t quite
you”, we are running short of tombola prizes.   If you do have anything
which you would like to donate as a prize please hand it in to Anne
Thomson or any committee member.

An update from last year – we were very pleased that 64 owners took up
our offer of free neutering for their cat during October.  We will once again
be promoting cat neutering at every opportunity this year, so keep an eye
out for our special campaigns and let anyone with a new cat, or a cat that
you know isn’t already neutered know.  We will try to help if we can.

We make no apology for once again mentioning feral cat neutering before
kitten season starts.  The difference neutering makes to the health and wel-
fare of feral cats is tremendous.  So, if you know of anyone who has a pop-
ulation of feral cats on their land, please let them know that we will happi-
ly catch unhandleable cats, deliver them to the vet for neutering, and return
them to the farm afterwards.  We try to make it as easy as possible and make
no charge, although donations are always welcome.  Money raised goes
towards helping us buy new equipment to catch cats that aren’t handleable. 

There is a full programme of fund raising events planned for the year and
we would like to start the year by saying how much we appreciate the help
of volunteers who contribute in such a vital way to all our fund raising activ-
ities.  We really couldn’t continue to do the wide range of cat welfare activ-
ities without this most valuable contribution – a big thank you to everyone
involved.

In this first issue of 2007 you will find this year’s membership renewal
and of course we hope you will want to continue your membership.  If you
have a friend or neighbour who would also like to join, let Anne Thomson
know and they can be sent a form.

We are looking forward to a busy 2007 and thank you in advance for all
your support.

Eskdale and District Cats Protection Committee



Cat Work

2006
119 cats and kittens re-homed
3 Cats had to be put to sleep
1 lost cat was reunited with its owner
439 cats were neutered, 199 were ferals.
54 cats and kittens needed veterinary treatment
(apart from neutering) while they were in care
The number of kittens in care in 2006 was slightly down,
73 in total.  Only 16 of these were domestic, 54 were
ferals.

2007
15 cats have been successfully rehomed.
30 cats are in care.
10 cats are on the help to home list, waiting to come
into care.
We still have 14 kittens in care who are now 6 – 9
months old.  All have been in care since they were 8 –
10 weeks old.  The phone calls have started, but peo-
ple want 8 week old kittens when of course there
aren’t any.  It’s a shame for the 6-9 month old ones as
they are still very much kittens and still capable of
climbing curtains!

Anne



100 Club

Nov 2006 No 019 Molly Phillips

No 110 Helen Steele

Dec 2006 No 097 Irene Johnstone

No 179 Gwen Beattie

Jan 2007 No 053 Dorothy Lamb

No 144 Audrey Mackie

Feb 2007 No 013 Ginnie

No 174 Liz Smart

We could do with one or two extra members of the 100

Club - FIRST PRIZE £40 - anyone interested please phone

Anne on 01228 791364

Bottle Draw

Baileys Nicola

Whisky Alice Kirk

Brandy Rufus

Wine Tia Little

Wine Linda Nawrocki

Campari Julie

Wine Hazel Boyd

Wine Teach

Wine Sophie

Wine Gwen Baxter

Wine Audrey Mackie

£232!50 was raised. Thank you to everyone who

bought a square.



Fundraising News
Raffle, raffle, raffle

We haven’t had a raffle for three years – not one with printed tickets and a cash prize, any-
way – so we thought it was time to try again.  First prize is £100 and there are a total of 20
prizes, all really worth winning.  There is a lovely quilt which Margaret made for us, a digital
camera, a hair curling set, a faux fur throw, a watch, and lots of other things.  Tickets are only
25p and there are 8 in a book, so a book is only £2.

Please, please buy the tickets you will find enclosed with the newsletter, and if you can sell
some more, give me a ring and I will forward you more books.  Note that my telephone num-
ber has reverted to the old one (don’t ask) which is 013873 76738.  Counterfoils can be returned
to me at: 

Riccarton Mill, Newcastleton, Roxburghshire TD9 0SN, 
or you can drop them off at Anne’s or at any of the Coffee Mornings or other events up to

the end of September.

Events, events, events
We start the round of Coffee Mornings in April – first Newcastleton then Lockerbie and

Langholm.  For anyone who hasn’t been to one of our Coffee Mornings they are very worth
visiting – lots of bargains in the bric-a-brac, heaps of books, lots of new things like cards,
notepads, keyrings, ornaments, cat toys, jewellery etc – as well as home made jams and cakes,
hand made crafts (bags, scarves, hats, gorgeous cushions etc).  We also have a raffle at each
event, plus tombola and of course tea, coffee, cakes and biscuits, all for a mere pound.

For the first time we are holding a Coffee Morning in Jedburgh.  That will be on 27th
October at the Royal British Legion in Jedburgh – which is on the main street, I believe.
Parking is much easier in Jedburgh than in Hawick so I do hope all our supporters in that part
of the Borders will come along and support us.  By then, heaven preserve us, we shall be knee
deep in Christmas goods – cards, calendars, gifts and so on – as well as all the other stuff
which I just mentioned.

Please come along and show you care.  We work very hard to raise money for the cats but
it doesn’t mean a thing if we don’t get the people coming through the doors and buying.  Help
us not to let the cats down.

There are a good variety of events already booked – have a look at the list and put a note
in your diary.  The Dog Show is on 16th July at the newly refurbished Market Hall in Annan.
Registration starts at 1pm.  Then we have……………

The Relaxation Day – Sunday 1st July
This is again at the Garden House Hotel in Gretna, an absolutely delightful setting and we

are very, very grateful to June and Brian Davidson for their kindness in once more letting us
hold the event in their hotel.  The rooms are luxurious and it really is the best possible setting
for everyone to relax in.  The day starts at 1pm and we shall be offering 30 – 35 minute ses-
sions of the following therapies:

Aromatherapy Massage
Reiki

Indian Head Massage
Reflexology

Bowen Technique
And

20 minute sessions of:Fortune Telling
(which isn’t technically a therapy)



Fundraising News
It is a great way to find out what all these treatments are like, and what they can do for

you.  It is best to book in advance, and you can have as many different sessions as you choose.
If you would like to get your name down now, ring Anne on 01228 791364.  If you would like
to find out more before booking, ring me, Ginnie, on 013873 76738.   All the therapists are fully
qualified and experienced practitioners who are giving their time to help raise money for us
and we are very grateful to them all.

Events for 2007

14th April Coffee Morning & Sale, Newcastleton Village Hall
10:30am – 12 noon

28th April Coffee Morning & Sale, Lockerbie Town Hall
10am – 12 noon

19th May Coffee Morning & Sale, Langholm Day Centre
10am – 12 noon

26th May- 2nd June Stall at Craft Fair, Newcastleton Village Hall

16th June Dog Show, Market Hall, Annan.  1pm – 3pm

1st July Relaxation Day, Garden House Hotel, Gretna
From 1pm

End August Stand at the Holm Show (Newcastleton)

Mid September Table at The Benty Show, (Westerkirk)

End September Stand at Langholm Show

27th  October Coffee Morning & Sale, British Legion, Jedburgh
10am – 12 noon Raffle to be drawn.

10th November Coffee Morning & Sale, Langholm Day Centre
10am – 12 noon

17th November Coffee Morning & Christmas Fair, Lockerbie Town Hall.
10am – 12 noon

24th November Coffee Morning & Christmas Fair,  Newcastleton
Village Hall 10:30 am – 12:30 pm

If you can help at any of the events, could bake, or would like to book a table to sell
your own crafts, please ring Ginnie on 013873 76738 (note revised phone number)



Letter from Fergus
Dear Toby

Hope you are all well in your house. I’m afraid I have some sad
news this time. Henry died in October and Topsie in January.
They were 17 and had been getting frail lately. Both are such a
big miss. Henry was everyone’s friend and Isaac was particularly
upset and we all treated Topsie with the greatest respect as she was
blind and deaf.

We’ve had a trauma with Robbie. One afternoon a while ago he
suddenly started trembling violently and dribbling, it was quite
scarey and we all wondered what on earth was happening. Again
Isaac was all upset and worried – he’s such a big softy. Anyway it
turns out that he’s got something called epilepsy. He is on medica-
tion now and he seems to be OK, but it’s taken a while to get it
under control.

Anyway, back to me, you’ll remember in my last letter I told you I
had stomatitis, well I now have diabetes as well – just how much
can one cat take? I kept dribbling everywhere, it was so embar-
rassing, me being such a sophisticated cat. I’ve seen an advert on
TV for Tena lady knickers and I thought ‘oh no not me’. Off to the
vets we went, they’re getting to know me quite well now. More blood
samples taken, those vets are obsessed with my jugular, outcome
diabetes. Not only do I have to have my usual tablet every day but,
Mother has to inject me with insulin. The first two or three weeks
were very fraught, Mother was quite nervous and I was very nerv-
ous of her. We’ve both improved though, and just get on with it
every morning.

The last two kittens moved out of the kitten room and went on to
their new home a couple of days ago. Robbie, Isaac and Ailsa have
all been in there playing. I’ve been to the door and had a look in
but I’m not so sure yet about going in, you just never know, there
might be a stray kitten there lurking under the sofa!

Anyway, I’d better go, it’s time for a nap. Hopefully I’ll have some
jolly news for you next time.

Love Fergus.



Letter from Smartie

Hi Fergus

We’ve not met but I have been to your house.  It was very nice and I could
have stayed but came here in 2005 and made myself a permanent resident
(Mam’s such a push over).  I have heard that last year was not a good year
for you, but that now you are much better and back to normal.  I am not
expected ever to be normal, apparently, although I have no idea what Mam
means by that.  Apparently I was quite ill when I was a small chap and our
Vet did not expect me to make it.  Here I am larger than life and twice as
happy.

We’ve had a very busy year with masses of kittens throughout that long very
hot summer.  One would go then another would arrive and on average there
were 8 kittens at any one time.  We waited patiently for the new kitten pen
to be built but the builder took until November to finish it.  It is rather
good, although I would prefer to be out in the big garden.  We live too near
the road and I have absolutely no road sense (no sense really).

Anyway there are still three here from last year and they do have a habit of
growing.  Josie and D’Arcy come as a pair of pals and must be re-homed
together and there is Shamrock who stowed away from Northern Ireland
and ended up in Longtown.  He obviously knew a good home when he saw one.
Along with those 3 there are 6 others and me.  We get along very well, apart
from Auntie Charlie who is a bit touchy around the young ones and Uncle
Smudge who is very, very old and sleeps a lot and tries to ignore the rest of
us.

Then there is the dog.  What can I say about him, except he is the dog and
has some very peculiar habits…..?

I’m in charge of course (just like you), first through the pen door in a morn-
ing, first at the food bowls and I’m the first one on the lap after tea.  What
a life.

Best wishes from 

Smartie



Treasurer’s Report

Income £

HQ grant and legacies 007000‧00
Donations 005113‧55
Membership 000572‧00
Collection boxes 000764‧21
Coffee mornings and stalls 007689‧36
Raffles and competitions 001472‧50
Gift aid 000367‧55

_________
022979‧17

Expenditure

Food and litter 005359‧27
Vet 011192‧99
Equipment 000103‧88
Printing, postage,stationery 000808‧40
Purchase of goods for resale 003602‧92
Hire of halls, adverts 001380‧56
and costs relating to events _________

022447‧96

As you can see we managed to break even, just. 
We need your support again this year please, to help as many cats
as we can.

Cameron
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Disclaimer

The views and opinions expressed in this Newsletter are those of the individual con-

tributors and do not necessarily reflect those of the Eskdale & District Branch of

Cats Protection
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